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: 91X 12 Computer Associates International, Inc v. Altai, Inc, 982 F.d 693, (1992)

It is a fundamental principle of copyright law that a
copyright does not protect an idea, but only the
expression of the idea...Congress made no special
exception for computer programs. To the contrary, the
legislative history explicitly states that copyright
protect computer programs only “’to the extent that they
incorporate authorship in programmer’s expression of
original ideas, as distinguished from the ideas
themselves” (P. 703 )
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“It would seem appropriate to distinguish between the
case where modules are so interrelated that the use of
one inevitably involves the use of others and the case
where one module can be used independently from the
others: in the latter event, each module may be treated
as a separate work, and the copying of each as a
separate infringement”,(P. ISR-48)
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