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: Vasquez v. Superior Court (1971) 4 Cal.3d 800 ©3 9 nny7nM3 DM377)

“Protection of unwary consumers from being duped by
unscrupulous sellers is an exigency of the utmost priority
in contemporary society. . . . Frequently numerous
consumers are exposed to the same dubious practice by
the same seller so that proof of the prevalence of the
practice as to one consumer would provide proof for all.
Individual actions by each of the defrauded consumers is
often impracticable because the amount of individual
recovery would be insufficient to justify bringing a
separate action; thus an unscrupulous seller retains the
benefits of its wrongful conduct. A class action by
consumers produces several salutary by-products,
including a therapeutic effect upon those sellers who
indulge in fraudulent practices, aid to legitimate business
enterprises by curtailing illegitimate competition, and
avoidance to the judicial process of the burden of multiple
litigation involving identical claims. The benefit to the
parties and the courts would, in many circumstances, be
substantial.” (At p. 808.)
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